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VOL. IV.1 NO. I EMPLOYEE NEWSLETTER OF STATITROL CORPORATION 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ••• 
Welcome to 1977! The past year may have been 
a great year in the history of our Company, 
but I have every reason to believe that 1977 
wi I I be even better. In every area of our 
Company, we have improved significantly over 
the past year. 
In Manufacturing, we are dramatically improv-
ing our abi I ity to produce high qua I ity pro-
ducts more efficiently. Great strides have 
been made in improving product design; our 
test instruments are better, and our manu-
facturing methods and procedures have im-
proved greatly. 
I am particularly proud of the new levels of 
capabi I ity in Qua I ity Assurance. Our incom-
ing inspection procedures are becoming more 
efficient, reducing the quantity of rejects 
and improving product reliability. 
As a result of an intensive study, new pro-
cedures are al lowing greater efficiency in 
managing our inventory and production con-
trol procedures. As a result of another 
study, new data processing programs wi I I 
soon be implemented, providing greater ser-
vice to al I departments. 
Many changes are taking place in our Person-
nel Department, which include a stream! ining 
of our wage policies and establishing a Per-
sonnel Relations Department. 
Marketing has unleashed new and innovative 
programs to attract new markets. In the 
face of tremendous competitive pressures 
and the destructive Ralph Nader influence, 
our marketing organization has reacted with 
aggressive new programs to improve our posi-
tion in the marketplace. Forecasting and 
. production scheduling have now been integra-
ted to provide greater efficiencies. 
A continuing strength in our organization 
is our Finance Department. With reorgani-
zation, new costing procedures and the con-
tinuing high level of close cooperation 
with al I departments, we have an excel lent 
Accounting and Credit Department, and that 
holds it al I together. 
For our future, I point with great pride 
to the new product developments from Pro-
duct Planning Development & Engineering. 
Our new commercial product line, to be in-
troduced this year, is absolutely beauti-
ful. It promises to set a new standard in 
the industry. Other new products to meet 
the ever-increasing low prices of competi-
tion look great. Later in the year, you 
wil I begin to see a really new product 
which will be considered a breakthrough 
in the industry. · 
With a wel I-balanced organization, new and 
better products, and best of al I, a staff 
of people who are tops both in ability and 
in dedication, Statitrol wil I be one of the 
real winners in 1977. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
-
- Duane Pearsa I I 
* * * 
"I'd like to place an ad in the classified 
section . . . Genius wanted . . . by, er 
. . equal-opportunity employer!" PtlflFMlfl/. 
American Machinist, September 1976 
* * * 
FOR YOUR INFORMt\TION .. I 
Thousands of Co lo radan s are not uti I i z-
i ng a free I ibrary service des i gned to 
keep handicapped r eade rs in touch with 
the world of print information. Ove r 
80 ,000 Co loradans cannot read print in 
a norma l manner due t o vari o us phys ical 
disabi I ities. Only 5 , 000 o f these peo-
ple are cur rently borrowing books o r mag-
az ines from the Co lorado Dept. of Educa-
tion's Library for the Bl ind and Physi -
ca lly Hand icapped . 
As r eg i ste red I ibrary users, these peo-
ple have access to the free loan of re-
co rd ed books ( best-se I I ers), r e I i g i ous 
materials, etc., as wel I as magazines 
such as National Geographic, Reader's 
Digest, large print books, a smal I col-
lection of old radio shows and popular 
western history books. 
Specially designed record and cassette 
players are available free on loan. One 
of the I ibrary's most important new ser-
vices is the volunteer narration of books 
or articles that are requested by users 
but not avai I able in recorded form. This 
service results in greater avai labi I ity 
of print information needed by handicapped 
readers. 
If you know someone who might be eligible 
for this free I ibrary service because of 
an eye disease; a condition that prevents 
holding a book, like dyslexia .•• contact 
Colorado State Library - Services for the 
Bl ind and Physically Handicapped (phone: 
892-2081) or your local pub I ic I ibrary. 
* * * 
FROM OUR SAFETY DEPT. II 
With cold weather upon us again, the dan-
ger o f carbon monoxide is a deadly hazard 
to be aware of. It is invisible, taste-
less and odorless, and combines with red 
blood eel Is 200 times faster than oxygen, 
and oxygen starvation caused by carbon 
monoxide poisoning can cripple and ki I I a 
victim within minutes. 
When driving your car, be sure there is 
ventilation through the car either thru 
the heater system o r lowe red side windows. 
Driving station wagons with rear windows 
partially opened, o r driving a car with 
the trunk I id partially open , is very dan-
ge rous because exhaust fumes tend to be 
sucked in through these openings . 
Check your exhaust system and repair any( 
leaks . Avoid running the eng i ne for any 
pe ri od of t ime wh en th e ca r i s not in mo -
t ion , since there is I i tt le ventilation 
through the car if the windows a r e c losed . 
Holes in f irewal Is, floorboards and t runks 
shou ld be plugged . A properly-tuned e ngine 
produces less ca rbon monoxide fumes . 
If you feel sleepy o r sick whil e at the 
wheel of your car, suspect carbon monox ide 
first. Stop ... get out and brea th e some 
fresh air. Then, drive with your windows 
open, and have the exhaust system checked 
Tmmed i ate I y . 
* * * 
FOR THE 11STATITROL" 500. I I 
(or Plant I Employees) On December 27th , 
the services of the private traffic con -
trol people were discontinued. 
PLEASE OBSERVE THE NEW LANE MARKINGS IN-
STALLED BY THE CITY OF LAKEWOOD IN OUR DI-
VIDED DRIVEWAY NORTH OF OUR BUILDINGS. 
THE NORTH SIDE OF THE DIVIDERS ARE TO BE 
USED ONLY FOR EXIT TRAFFIC! THE SOUTH 
SIDE OF THE DIVIDERS ARE TO BE USED ONLY 
FOR ENTERING TRAFFIC! 
For further information on the traffi c 
procedures, please look at th e bulletin 
boards. Thank you for your cooperation. 
* * * 
NEW PEOPLE ... NEW POSITIONS. II 
New Inventory Control Supervisor, John 
Griffin, comes to us from Honeywel I. He 
wi I I be assuming a portion of the respons i-
bi I ity formerly performed by Hugh Doolittle, 
Production Control Supervisor. With the in-
creasing responsibi I ities in the Production 
Control & Inventory Control areas, John and 
Hugh wi I I be great assets to Stat itrol . 
* * * 
Ra y Balzer ha s moved into Operations Devel-
opment as Project Coo rdinato r. Rep lac ing 
Ray as lead in Technical Support is Pete 
Szymansk i. 
* * * 
Judy Wa lton has been promoted to Personn e l 
Assistant at Plant I I r ep lac ing Kath i Becke r 
who has moved to Plant I as Manage r, 
Personnel Relations. 
( ... c.J r cong ratu I at ions and wishes for 
success to al I o f these fine people 
in their new positions. 
* * * 
AND STILL rvt)RE SCHOOL DAIS. II 
Mortarboards and diplomas to the fol-
lowing employees who have successfully 
completed the courses I isted. 
Supervisory Ski I Is for Plant/Production 
Supervisors: 
Dorothy DiGugl ielmo, Betty Rash, Anda 
Vaughn, Mike Levar, Terry Taylor, Steve 
Sutton, Betty Hand, Libby Shaner, Rose 
Campbel I, Jean Phegley, Steve Wamboldt, 
Bi I I Reid, Dan Cary, Linda Cook, Jean 
Martin, Brian Wheeler, Judy Yates, Aud-
rey Davis. 
Developing Supervisory Ski I Is: 
Mike Fitzpatrick 
Managinq Conflict for Positive Results: 
:eve White 





We know al I of these people wi I I put 
their new knowledge and ski I Is to good 
use to make Statitrol an even better 
place to work. 
* * * 
CCJv1PANY CQtlMENTS I I I 
Lucky Gal, Dory Nelson, received round 
trip plane tickets from her brother as 
a surprise Christmas present. She and 
her four children wi I I be flying to 
Maine for a surprise visit to her par-
ents. 
* * * 
Debbie Yarberry took the big step and 
married Terry McCI imans on December 3. 
( >ngratulations and much happiness to 
,-he new I yweds ! 
* * * 
Mona Sp inden's 2 olde r sons ente red cars 
in the recent Auto Show at Cur ri gan Hal I. 
Cl iff took f irst place prize and Paul 
placed third. 
* * * 
Paul Garcia (Q.A.) merits the Trauma of 
the Month Award for outstanding courage 
in the face of unbeatable odds! Seems 
Paul cut his finger at work and was sent 
to the doctor for repair work. He found 
himself the lone male in the midst of many 
women in various stages of pregnancy! I 
wonder how the doctor handled that situa-
tion?? 
* * * 
Q.A. seems to be the star of the show in 
this issue, but, for a really different 
housing, see Jean Otis (in that depart-
ment). She's got a few that even our 
competitors would envy! 
* * * 
GOOD HEAL TH TI PS I I I 
Throat sore?? With the unseasonal warm 
weather ... and lack of snow (which usual-
ly takes care of the cold germs), strep 
throats and respiratory i I lnesses are 
running rampant. 
If you have a sore throat, it is impor-
tant to see your physician. He wi I I pro-
bably order a throat culture to be done. 
By doing this, he can determine the causa-
tive agent, whether it is bacteria I (such 
as strep beta), or vi ra I . It usua I I y takes 
approximately 24 hours to determine the 
results of the throat culture. Bacterial 
infections are treated with penici I I in or 
some other antibiotic. 
If you do have a strep throat, it's im-
portant to take the entire amount of the 
medication prescribed by your physician. 
Vi ra I infections w i I I not be benefited 
by antibiotic treatment. So ... if you 
have a sore throat ... if you have a fever, 
pl ease , check with your physician. 
It's important to take your sore throat 
se rious I y. Strep throat, I eft untreated , 
ca n lead to permanent heart damage! 
Take care of yourself. Remember, we care! 
* * * 
ANNIVERSARIES,,, 
5 yrs. - Alma Hyatt, Libby Shaner 
4 yrs. - Ken Klapmeier, Dave McGannon, 
Lloyd Ilk, Mary Lou Morrison, Darla 
Kane 
3 yrs. - Janine Powers 
2 yrs. - Russ Hui ings 
I yr. - Teresa Abeyta, Enola Deem, Pat 
Copenhefer, Susan Madison, Anh Duy Phan, 
Debra Rice, Kun Hwa Han, Wanda Gomez, 
Debra Rivera, Shirley Komorrow, Rita 
McCoy, Harriet Myers, Jackie Schneider, 
Audrey Davis, Ruth Fellhauer, Teresa 
Creasey, Sharon Geer, Delma Gomez, Jan 
Pratt, Maeal Harvey, Sandra Neigum, 
Alan Montabon, Chong Mi McMinn, Shisuko 
Tetrault 
Congratulations to al I of you, and our 
sincerest apologies to Judy Giron, who 
completed four years with Statitrol in 
December! (My face is red, Judy!) 
* * * 
RECIPE OF THE t'ONTH: BAVARIAN SPICE CAKE 
2 cups brown sugar (spoon into cup; do 
not pack) 
2 sticks (I cup) margarine 
2 ex. lge. eggs 
I cup chopped pecans or walnuts 
2 cups finely cut dates (10 oz. pkg. of 
pitted dates) 
I tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. al I spice 1/2 tsp. ground cloves 
3 cups unsifted flour 
2 tsp. baking soda 1/2 tsp. salt 
2-1/4 cups beer (let foam settle prior to 
measuring) 
Cream together sugar, margarine. Add eggs, 
nuts, dates, cinnamon, al I spice, cloves. 
Sift together flour, soda, salt. Gradually 
add beer. Mix wel I; spoon batter into 
2-1/2 quart bundt pan (or tube pan) which 
has been greased and floured. Bake in pre-
heated oven (375°) I hour & 15 mins (or 
unti I a wooden pick inserted in center is 
c I ean). Invert cake immediate I y on wire 
rack; when cake drops out, remove pan and 
let cool on rack. Refrigerate unti I chi I led 
before slicing (preferably overnight). Serve 
with whipped cream, if desired. (Cake may 
be refrigerated in fo i I, a week; it can a I so 
be frozen.) 
- Gary Van Aken, Q.A. 
* * * 
Statitrol 1 s Fashion for the New Year 
(Christian Dior ... eat your heart out!) 
* * * 
EDITORIAL. I I 
I made a resolution to start 1977 by tak 
ing this opportunity to thank everyone a-. 
Statitrol, who has provided information to 
me (directly and indirectly) for the Smoke 
Signals. You have made our newsletter the 
success it is; your bits of "gossip", anec-
dotes, cartoons, items of general interest, 
snapshots, etc.; al I of these things plus 
your persona I interest in he Ip i ng "get it 
together", have been the basis for Smoke 
Signals! 
Beginning with the February issue, the 
Company newsletter wi I I be pub I ished by a 
new "editor", Kathi Becker, Personne I . I 
wi I I sti I I remain (in an advisory capacity 
to Kathi), a part of the contributors to 
Smoke Signals. 
I know that al I of you, who have been so 
kind to me for the past several years, 
) 
wi I I extend yourselves to Kathi in providing 
her with the kind of information she needs 
to keep our newsletter a personal, in-house, 
informative paper. 
Thank you al I, again, and have a fantast/ 
New Year! 
- "Sam" Savajian 
* * * 
